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Phase Two Curriculum  
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Numeracy  

Pupils practice their counting and numeracy skills. They join in with number rhymes, songs 

and games.  The pupils are encouraged to order, read and compare numbers. Pupils 

practice their number formation.  They experience the language associated with 

mathematics.  Some pupils perform simple calculations and develop mental maths skills.  

Pupils experience a range of practical maths activities.  They learn to recognise and name 

2D and 3D shapes and some are able to describe the properties of those shapes.  Pupils 

also learn about money and other valuable life skills in maths, such as beginning to tell the 

time.  

In order to follow a structured rich curriculum with a clear progression of skills, Phase 2  

follow White Rose Maths at a level suitable for their ability. 

 

Literacy  

Pupils participate in a wide range of activities to support the development of their fine motor 

skills such as using playdough, threading and sensory play.  They practice making marks 

using a range of mediums and practice pencil control and letter formation. They participate in 

pre reading activities such as matching and sequencing games.  Some pupils learn how to 

read high frequency words and also spell unfamiliar words. They share stories, rhymes and 

poems, and are encouraged to join in with repeated phrases and discussion.  

More able pupils are supported and encouraged with sentence building and independent 

writing. Comprehension skills are developed and pupils in phase 2 are encouraged to take 

home their reading books to further develop their reading skills.  Pupils in Phase 2 follow the 

Oxford programme Essential Letters and Sounds for the teaching of phonics. They are 

assessed twice per year to enable them to follow the correct Phase of learning and to 

measure progress. 

 

Communication and Language  

Communication and Language enables children to communicate more effectively, an all 

important life skill for their future. 

Pupils are encouraged and taught to build up confidence and self esteem.  They are taught 

to understand their emotions and how to self soothe when anxious or angry and how to 

improve attention and listening skills. To nurture their ideas and communication we use the 

Social Communication Programme which is based on SULP – Social Use of Language 

Programme.  All classes in Phase 2 have a minimum of two SULP lessons each week.  The 

main body of Social Communication is to improve communication skills of children. It 

encourages communication with each other and with adults. This improves skills such as 

learning and retaining their peers’ names, playing with a group, communicating when they 

are sad/happy, being able to cope around others when they are angry and communicating 

problems to others.  The pupils work at a very practical level that is exciting, challenging and 

visual.  Some children have very poor retention so the teaching is repetitive so that the 

children can take the skills they have been taught right through to adulthood. 
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Science 

Science in Phase 2 is taught through a creative and thematic approach of learning topics, 
and through a single stand-alone Science lesson each week. This is informed, although not 
restricted, by Astra Zenica.  Pupils follow the Astra Zenica programme of Study at the level 
appropriate for their ability and Hamilton Trust is also used to inform science topics where 
appropriate.  Pupils are encouraged to investigate and talk about their findings and make 
predictions. 

All pupils are provided with rich learning experiences on a weekly basis and encourage 
observing, measuring, predicting, hypothesising, experimenting, communicating, 
interpreting, explaining and evaluating.  All at an appropriate level that matches the child’s 
ability. 

Cross curricular links are developed when opportunities arise and our rich and varied 
science curriculum aims to make pupils enthusiastic about learning science to equip them 
with skills for their life ahead. 

  

Computing  

Phase 2 use digital technology to learn in different ways enhancing the broad creative 

curriculum that we offer.  They are taught how to use digital technology safely, responsibly 

and critically so they become good digital citizens. 

 Pupils have weekly lessons in the computer suite as well as access to other devices such 

as laptops, floor robots and cameras. They have their own set of IPads for the sole use of 

Phase 2.  

They will use a range of applications and programs including simple word processing, 

painting, desktop publishing; and they will also start to develop simple programming skills.  

Pupils will be taught how to use the internet to access information, find images and play 

interactive educational games.   E-Safety is taught and continually reinforced throughout the 

school year. 

 

The Arts  

This year in Phase 2, pupils will follow the Local Authority’s music programme Charanga, 

and will learn to use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking 

chants and rhymes. They will have the opportunity to play un-tuned instruments musically.  

Pupils will learn to recognise changes in tempo, pitch and rhythm and they will use their 

bodies to accompany a range of songs.  Pupils will also develop their concentration and 

listening skills through listening to a range of live and recorded music.  They will have 

opportunities to experiment with, create, select and combine sounds.  

Some pupils will also have the opportunity to participate in the Wider Opportunities music 

programme from Wolverhampton Music School and learn how to play the Djembe drums 

and other instruments. 

Pupils follow a varied and creative curriculum in art. They learn how to use a variety of 

media to create their own pieces and enjoy looking at and discussing the work of artists that 

are past and present.  Art often leads into the topic that pupils are following for that term. 
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Our World  

Pupils follow Our World with learning linked to the topics that are being taught throughout the 

year. Skills are developed such as understanding the past and present and being able to say 

what is old or new. They find out about the world around them and name buildings in their 

local environment and how to move around confidently and safely. 

 

Technology 

Phase 2 pupils have weekly use of the food technology room where they learn how to 

prepare and cook food in a safe environment. 

They follow the design and technology curriculum linked to the topic that is being studied at 

the time.  They are taught how to use a wide range of tools and equipment safely and how to 

design and evaluate work at a level appropriate for their ability.  

 

Physical Education and Swimming  

In Phase 2, pupils receive a 60 minute PE lesson, a 60 minute swimming and water safety 

lesson as well as a 30 minute Cool Kids session every week, which allows us to target pupils 

with gross and fine motor skills issues.  Pupils will develop fundamental skills and access a 

broad range of opportunities to extend their agility, balance and coordination.  They will work 

individually and with others to help deal with personal challenge and competition.  Activities 

will range from gymnastics, dance, fitness, games, athletics, OAA and sensory play. 

 

Health and Wellbeing   

Within Phase 2, health and wellbeing is promoted through active storytelling lessons, active 

lessons, cool kids, sensory play and sensory eating, sports competitions/SMILE events, 5 

ways to wellbeing and other national initiatives.  The school also work closely and regularly 

with external partners (Health professionals) to enable pupils to achieve outcomes from their 

EHCPs. 

 

Sensory  

The pupils have many opportunities to participate in sensory related play. Sensory play 

allows the pupils to engage all of their senses.  All Phase 2 classes have sensory activities 

incorporated into their timetable on a daily basis. Some of the opportunities include: 

 • Sand and water play  

• Messy play (paint, shaving foam, jelly, etc) 

 • Rice, lentils and pasta  

• Natural objects such as leaves  

• Exercise balls and textured mats  
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In addition to the sensory activities provided within class, there is a sensory room on site that 

can be accessed by all classes.  The room includes many interactive features, such as 

interactive flooring, light curtains and bubble tubes.  Some pupils also have the opportunity 

to use the sensory circuit room. 

 

Religious Education  

Pupils will learn about, and participate in religious celebrations throughout the year.  They 

will learn some basic religious words and beliefs and explore a variety of religious stories.  

Pupils will learn about their own uniqueness and value. 

Along with weekly tutor focuses and stand-alone RE lessons, there are dedicated days 

where the whole school has a particular religious focus offering a wider knowledge 

perspective. 

 

Personal Development  

Pupils follow a curriculum that develops their independence skills. They learn how to 

communicate with one another and adults in school to make their needs and feelings known. 

They are taught practical skills such as caring for their personal needs and keeping safe.  

Pupils are taken on local walks and taught road safety and social skills in the public domain. 

Our aim is to equip them with the building blocks that they need to lead a fulfilling and rich 

life into adulthood.   

 

PSHCE  

Pupils are taught about keeping themselves safe and how to stay healthy.  They learn about 

the importance of relationships both with family and with friends and how to respect one 

another.  In Phase 2 pupils have a 60 minute lesson each week, but also PSHCE is often 

covered cross curricular within other subjects. 

 

SPACE  

In addition to the curriculum, there is a programme of SPACE time activities (lunchtime 

clubs) available for all pupils.  The pupils take part in a range of activities, e.g. action mats, 

tag games, ball skills, body boards, dodgeball.  The timetable allocates a “space” in school 

where the activity will take place with a member of staff, thus encouraging structure and 

organisation as well as a physical and social stimulus during non-lesson time  
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Out of hours Activities 

After school club provision operates every day offering activities like swimming, indoor and 

outdoor games, boot camp fitness, dance and trampolining.  These clubs are 45 minutes 

long and allow pupils to broaden their experiences and develop their physical literacy as well 

as social and emotional well-being. 

 

Educational Visits  

Phase 2 pupils will have the opportunity to take part in a rewarding and fun residential visit 

each year, that will develop their confidence and social skills and teach them those 

fundamental life skills to enrich their future wellbeing. 

Pupils are given regular opportunities to participate in educational visits that compliment and 

enrich the topics that they are studying.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


