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Phase Five Curriculum  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



September 21 

Sixth Form Policy  

Intent:  Our curriculum reflects the changes and transitions our young people begin to 

experience from 16 to 19 and beyond. We build our curriculum around the learning and 

transition needs of our young people in order to facilitate a smooth transition process that 

not only provides the necessary skills but ensures the well being of our learners. We 

believe that within Sixth Form it is important that learners are given the opportunity to 

consider their education and personal development holistically.  We firmly believe that 

every young person is individual, therefore, should be treated as so with their own 

curriculum built around their own choices.   

Implementation:  Our Core Curriculum focuses on the use of Literacy, Numeracy and 

Personal Social Development  Education. In addition, we offer a variety of vocational 

options that are able to be accredited between levels E1 to level 1. We provide sessions 

and opportunities for regular enterprise and work-skills training.  Life-skills training is a big 

focus within the Sixth Form thus supporting the transition to adulthood. As a Sixth Form 

provider, we believe that health and well-being is an essential focus for the young people 

who attend and to support that, PE is a compulsory part of our education programme.  

The curriculum is designed around regular assessment to establish and prioritise individual 

needs. The Individual Education Plan is the tool used to support tutorials and meetings 

with the young people, from which allows the opportunity to explore their futures. These 

sessions may result in visits to particular colleges or housing placements which facilitate 

informed student choices. Young people engage in accessible work experience 

opportunities and receive support to set this up. Transition meetings ensure that learners 

with a higher level of need continue to have regular support and any areas of development 

are pursued. We believe in empowering our young people to make choices and decisions 

about their future themselves. 

Phase 5 staff work closely with a range of multidisciplinary teams including Connexions, 

Social Services (adults and children’s) health services, and most importantly parents in 

order to support our young people. Each young person has a key worker who ensures that 

their well-being and personal care needs are being met.  

We work with other schools, local Colleges and Day Centres to ensure continuity and 

appropriateness of our learning programmes and offer an extended consultancy and 

advisory service where necessary. 

 

Evaluation: We believe that in order to measure progress it is crucial to continue to set and 

review targets, therefore each pupil has an Individual Education Plan (IEP) that 

concentrates on the young person’s learning needs and skills post 16, and not just from an 

education point of view.  IEPs inform the planning of the Core Curriculum and provide a 

means of measuring progress running alongside accredited courses. 

Opinions of both parents and the young people are sought on the impact the curriculum 

has made to their personal social development, both within their home and educational 

environment. 
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We use a range of OCNWMR, Pearson and City & Guilds accreditation within most areas 

of our curriculum, however our programmes are driven by individual needs therefore some 

achievement is functional and not accredited. 

Our Personalised Phase 5 curriculum has been developed and is constantly reviewed 

since the facility opened in 2009, as the needs of the young people have changed. We are 

confident that we are able to enhance the transition process to adulthood for all of our 

pupils over 1, 2 or 3 years, depending on their need. 

 

English / Maths and ICT Skills  

The Sixth Form works hard to ensure that the functional use of English, Maths and ICT is 

embedded in all elements of the curriculum; however alongside this, each learner completes 

stand-alone lessons in English and Maths. The whole curriculum is designed to give 

opportunities to support the practical use of these within their everyday life. 

All of their prior learning is acknowledged and used to scaffold the curriculum.   

The Sixth Form currently uses a range of qualifications from OCNWMR to support their 

accreditation 

 

Vocational Qualifications  

The vocational element to the curriculum is either delivered within schoo,l or for some year 

13 & 14 learners there is an option to attend WVTC if they have a particular area of interest.  

Many of the learners opt for more of a “taster” approach to vocational qualifications as they 

often haven’t decided a particular vocational route. There are opportunities to complete 

qualifications in  

 

 Horticulture 

 Hair and Beauty  

 Childcare 

 Health and Social Care  

 Construction  

 Motor Vehicle  

 Hospitality and Catering 

 

Personal Development  

Personal Social Development is a key focus within the Sixth Form, as it is paramount to 

increase the potential of each learner being independent as they enter adulthood.  The 

majority of learners within the Sixth Form have many, often complex, emotional, personal and 

social development needs. This means there is a large focus to address these needs on a 

continual basis. Often a great deal of time and effort is spent trying to ensure the learners are 

encouraged to become independent, particularly with regards to their self-help skills. 

Therefore, “life-skills” lesson are embedded into all learner’s timetables on a weekly basis.  

 



September 21 

The Sixth Form call themselves a “team” and take pride in being part of this group. A less 

formal registration time is spent with teachers and groups debating over the daily paper, 

regardless of whether or not they can read, and this on-going socialisation time is imperative 

in preparing them for life after school.  

The Sixth Form take pride in organising a Christmas party for lower school, a Mother’s Day 

event and a Christmas brunch where parents are invited - these are very well supported and 

tickets usually sell out!  They also cook and run the tuck shop each week - all these events 

have made a considerable amount of money, which is given to school fund to support other 

Phase events.  

Travel Training is an integral element of the curriculum; however parental support is required 

to complete this. This imperative piece of work releases parental pressures when the 

learners actually leave school as transport to Post 18 providers is a bus pass. The 

programme covers all elements of travelling independently, including personal safety, and it 

concludes by completing a travel test with staff observing learners travelling independently 

both to and from school.  

Physical Education and Swimming  

In Phase Five learners receive a 60 minute PE lesson and a 60 minute swimming session, 

which includes Swimfit and personal survival. The curriculum at this stage reinforces the 

competence and confidence of performance achieved at Phase 4, promoting independence 

and self-management to improve personal fitness. 

Religious Education  

Pupils will learn about, and participate in religious celebrations throughout the year. They will 

learn some basic religious words and beliefs and explore a variety of religious stories. Pupils 

will learn about their own uniqueness and value.  

Along with weekly tutor focuses and stand-alone RE lessons, there are dedicated days 

where the whole school has a particular religious focus offering a wider knowledge 

perspective  

 

PSHCE  

IN PSHCE we incorporate Health and Wellbeing (which also supports our whole school 

focus on “Our five ways to wellbeing”,) Living in the Wider World and Economic Education. 

Some of our topics are covered in our accredited courses such as personal hygiene, or 

during our Duke of Edinburgh lessons where pupils learn First aid and The Countryside 

Code to name two areas. Discussion is always encouraged and the learners are able to 

speak openly on subjects. 

The learners, through every aspect of the Sixth Form, are encouraged to make healthy food 

choices and to take part in fitness activities. The pupils take part in whole school events, 

such as sports day as well as inter house sport events throughout the terms. The events are 

differentiated and the focus is on taking part to win points for their house.  

 

 

SPACE  
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In addition to the curriculum, there is a programme of SPACE time activities (lunchtime 

clubs) available for all learners. The learners take part in a range of activities, e.g. table 

tennis, basketball, board games. The timetable allocates a “space” in school where the 

activity will take place with a member of staff, thus encouraging structure and organisation 

as well as a physical and social stimulus during non-lesson time. 

 

Educational Visits  

The Sixth Form have many residential opportunities; this prepares them for independence as 

they grow older. This is an intrinsic part of the education they are given particularly to 

increase their knowledge of the world around them.  

The Sixth Form generally attend Standon Bowers –an outdoor education centre, a minimum 

of twice per year for either three or five days per time. They also visit The Longmynd Adventure 

Camp and Beaudesert as part of their Duke of Edinburgh expeditions and also they have a 

week’s holiday in Hampshire. This makes on average 20 nights of residential per learner. The 

government bursary is used to support these so there is only a tiny amount for parents to 

contribute. Also most terms there is a “camp out” in school which also supports the opportunity 

for team building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


